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Praise Portions November Edition 

Welcome to the Welcome to the Welcome to the Welcome to the     
Inaugural Edition of  Inaugural Edition of  Inaugural Edition of  Inaugural Edition of      
Praise Portions!Praise Portions!Praise Portions!Praise Portions!    
 
 The four devotions in each monthly 
edition of Praise Portions are designed to  
inspire and challenge you and your ministry 
or worship team. Each of these devotions 
came out of my own quiet times as the Lord 
spoke to me through his written Word.  
 
• During your group times, you will need to 

allow about 5 minutes for scripture  
      reading and teaching and another 5 minutes for discussion and prayer. 
 
• Each devotion requires little or no preparation. However, I do suggest you read through each one 

before actually presenting it. There will be times when I recommend you use a simple prop to 
help illustrate the devotion. 

 
• If you want some practical pointers on how to best present this material, you can go online to our 

website and watch a video where I explain how you can make these devotions the most effective 
for you and your group.  

 
• There is also a brief video you can download and show to your group. In it I explain my reasons 

for writing these devotions and how I am praying for your group to be impacted through them. 
Simply go to www.NextLevelWorship.com/PraisePortions to watch and download the  

     videos. 
 
 My prayer is that the Lord will speak through these Praise Portions each month to spur you 
and your group on to know and worship our awesome God better each and every day! 
 
In Him, 
 
Dwayne  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

About the Author: 
 

Dwayne Moore is a veteran author and teacher. He’s led and taught worship 
in over 1000 churches and conferences. His best-selling book, Pure Praise: A 
Heart-focused Bible Study on Worship, has helped worship teams and 
churches around the world experience true, lifestyle worship. He’s the founder 
of Next Level Worship (nextlevelworship.com), a ministry which  
provides quality worship discipleship resources. 



2 

Praise Portions November Edition 

 
 

© 2010 by Dwayne Moore 
Please do not copy or distribute this material in any form without the written permission of Next Level Worship, LLC. 

To subscribe to Praise Portions, please email us at office@nextlevelworship.com. 



3 

Praise Portions November Edition 

 
Week 1 

Before You SingBefore You SingBefore You SingBefore You Sing    
 
Theme:  
 We should check our hearts before we 
open our mouths to sing.  
 
Illustration: 
 Everyone knows what a well-tuned 
engine sounds like. And when we climb into 
our car and turn on the ignition switch, we 
expect it to start right up and run perfectly. We 
want that motor inside our car to sound and perform like it should.  
 But what happens when we don’t keep a check on the gas gauge? What will eventually 
happen if we don’t check the oil and change it regularly? If we’ve been lax in keeping a check on the 
motor beneath the hood, then it’ll stop sounding like it should, and it will ultimately quit taking us 
where we need to go. In the same way, we must keep a check on our heart, which is the engine that 
drives our songs and our lives. 
 
Scripture:  
Have someone read Colossians 3:15-16. 
 
Key phrases to reiterate:  
• “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts9” 
• “And be thankful.” 
• “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly9” 
• “as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.”  
 
Teaching:  
 Christians should not open our mouths to sing to God or for God unless we’ve first met certain 
criteria of the heart. Let’s look closely at them: 
1. First of all, let Christ’s peace rule in you. Check your heart. What is ruling you? Do you maintain 

God’s peace at all cost to your fleshly wants and actions? Are you determined to “keep the peace” 
you have with the Lord? It’s a fragile peace that requires death to your self and obedience to God. 
The peace he gives you is the calm assurance he is in charge of your life. That knowledge will 
prompt you to sing.  

2. Then Paul says to be thankful. Not only must you be at peace through holy living, you must also 
be grateful through humble living. Never allow yourself to think for a moment that you deserve 
anything the Father has given you. Yes, you are his precious child and yes, God loves to lavish 
you with blessings—But not because you have earned them. All you have that’s good has come 
from the Lord’s gracious and merciful hand. Make sure you are truly thankful before you open your 
mouth to make melodies for him.  

3. Finally, be sure God’s Word abides in you, envelopes you, and consumes your thinking at all 
times. Meditate on it day and night. Paul uses the word “richly” to describe the level of quality and 
worth the Bible should have to you. God’s not interested in hearing the words of your songs if 
you’re not interested in hearing and obeying the words in his Bible. It’s that simple.  
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Week 1 (continued) 
 
Reflection and Discussion: 
1. Which of the three conditions of the heart—Christ’s peace, thankfulness, or the abiding Word—

do you believe Christians struggle the most to maintain and tend to be the weakest in? Why do 
you think that is? 

2. What are some things we can do to help us meditate on God’s Word each day? 
 
Prayer Response: 
 Gracious and holy God, we are amazed at your mercy and love to speak to us so clearly to-
day. Truly your mercies are new every morning! We sit here forgiven and filled once again with your 
awesome and powerful Holy Spirit. Praise you Lord!  
Now ask everyone to pray this part of the prayer after you:  
 I sing because there is an empty grave. I sing because there is a power to save. I sing be-
cause your grace and love are real to me! Lord, help me to be more thankful. Please rule in me. 
Abide in me. Sing and live through me today.  
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Week 2 

We’re All Just ServantsWe’re All Just ServantsWe’re All Just ServantsWe’re All Just Servants    
 
Theme: 
We need to see ourselves and our leaders as 
God sees us — as his servants, each doing 
his or her own part.  
 
Illustration:  
Take off one of your shoes. Hold it up.  
Then say: “People might tend to put me on a 
pedestal because I’m a worship leader (or 
whatever your leadership role may be). But the truth is, my feet stink like everybody else’s. I’m not 
special—and neither are you. No doubt the disciple’s feet were dirty and foul too. Yet, Jesus washed 
their feet. He served them. Then he told them to serve others in the same way.  Therefore, as Jesus’ 
followers we who have stinking feet should serve others who have stinking feet. We’re all just 
servants—including the apostle Paul...” 
 
Scripture:  
Have someone read 1 Corinthians 3:1-9. 
 
Key verses & phrases to reiterate:  

• “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly — mere infants in Christ.” (v. 1) 
• “For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting 

like mere men?” (v. 3)  
• “What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants through whom you came to 

believe — as the Lord has assigned to each his task.” (v. 5)  
• “So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things 

grow.” (v. 7)  
 
Teaching: 
 Notice how matter-of-fact Paul was here. He sincerely saw nothing special about himself — he 
was simply God’s servant doing what he had called him to do. In his mind he was not more important 
than his fellow laborers. That is a powerful statement and show of maturity in the faith. Think about it: 
For a man of his stature and accomplishments to not only say he was no more special, but to really 
believe it—that could only mean he was seeing things from God’s perspective rather than some 
short-sighted, immature, and worldly point of view.  
 All too often Christians try to idolize and make celebrities out of musicians and other church 
leaders. Musicians especially seem to enjoy people’s applause and accolades. Yes, we should be 
respected and appreciated for what we do in the church. And there’s nothing wrong with graciously 
accepting a complement when it comes our way. However, we must never forget that we’re first of all 
servants of the Most High. And servants are in no way glamorous—no matter what our role may be.  
 It’s sad but true that sometimes those who help lead in the church want to vie for position 
among themselves. They want the best solos in the choir or the most power on their committee. 
Sometimes they maneuver themselves to gain “inner circle” status with the pastor or worship leader.  
If they—if you and I—would only realize this: that the highest callings in heaven may actually be the 
lowest positions on earth.  
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Week 2 (continued) 
 
Reflection and Discussion: 
1. What are some ways you and your group serve (and can serve) other people in your church and 
community? 
2. How do you see yourself? Are you really a servant? Share openly and honestly with your group 
about how willing you are to serve others, especially those who have “stinking feet.” 
 
Prayer Response:  
 Thank you, precious Lord, for speaking to each of us and for meeting with us today. I am so 
thankful you never give up on us, but you keep on forming us into your Son’s image — one that is 
mature and complete, lacking nothing.  
Now have everyone repeat this part of the prayer after you: 
 Please help me gain and maintain a heavenly perspective on my place and calling and ser-
vice. I am not more special or needed. My work and my assigned tasks are not more important than 
anyone else’s. Nonetheless, I am incredibly privileged to have specific tasks to do — and no one 
else can fulfill my specific purpose from you. Thank you, Lord! 
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Week 3 

Useless WorshipUseless WorshipUseless WorshipUseless Worship    
 
Theme:  
Worship that’s not initiated and directed 
by God is worldly and powerless. 
 
Scripture:  
Have someone read Colossians 2:20-23. 
 
Illustration:  
 You will need a puppet for this 
illustration. You can use a sock or even just your hand as a “make-believe” puppet if you don’t have a 
real one. 
 Hold your puppet (or make-believe puppet) up. Be sure everyone can see your arm below the 
puppet. Say, “We’ve all seen puppet shows. Those little singing animals and rag dolls seem to come 
to life right before our eyes. Do you remember how disappointing it was when you saw the arms of 
the puppeteers or perhaps saw someone’s head pop up accidentally? Kind of took the magic out of 
the moment, didn’t it?  
 When God lives his life through us, it’s more than magical. The way he gives vitality to our 
lifeless souls is supernatural. But when we try to control ourselves, we become the puppeteers of own 
lives, if you will. When that happens, the “magic” is gone. Our attempts at worship to God deteriorate 
into nothing more than a fake and disappointing human show. 
 
Key verses and phrases to reiterate:  
• “Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged 

to it, do you submit to its rules?”  
• “These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and 

teachings.”  
• “Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship9” 
• “...but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.”  
 
Teaching:  
 Far too many people—even many of God’s own people—wallow in self-motivated, self-
initiated, and self-imposed worship. They completely miss the point of worship. Worship is about God. 
It’s not about who you are or about what you want. The focus of true, biblical worship is on God living 
his life through you—not the other way around. 
 God-honoring worship is not something you can initiate. You can’t kill your own fleshly nature. 
You can’t put yourself up on a cross. It would have no spiritual affect whatsoever on your sinful 
nature. No one can live a life of worship to the Lord through their own abilities and merit. You must 
realize—and live as though—you are dead in Christ. When you became a Christian, you literally died 
in him.  
 Who are you to know how the Lord should use you and get glory from you? A sacrifice doesn’t 
look up from the altar at the priest and tell him what to do with its carcass, does it? No. In the same 
way, it’s not reasonable or logical to think that Christians can know and dictate know what’s best for 
us. Only Jesus, the great high priest, knows what you need and how you can best bring honor to him. 
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Week 3 (continued) 
 
 All you can do is lay yourself on God’s altar in your heart and acknowledge you are dead to 
your own wants and abilities. Then trust your Savior and Priest to help you overcome your sinful 
habits and addictions. Allow the Holy Spirit to use you and live through you. That’s the kind of  
worship God seeks from his people—whole-life worship that’s initiated by the Spirit and directed by  
Biblical truth.  
 You can be sure of this: Worship that God starts in you will be worship that flows through you 
and reaches his throne. It will be worship that he’s completely pleased with. 
 
Reflection and Discussion: 
1. Why do you think some people try to reach up to God and please him on their own, rather than 

dying to their own ideas and abilities?  
2. Why are our attempts to worship God and honor him in vain unless he initiates and motivates the 

worship in us? 
3. How do you believe God must feel when we only want to worship him on Sundays at church, 

rather than every day? 
 
Prayer Response: 
Have everyone repeat this prayer after you: 
 Holy Lord, what do you want me to do today? Where do you want me to go? How can I serve 
others and serve you? O Lord, you open my mouth, and my lips will praise you. You well up inside 
me, Holy Spirit, and pray and praise through me. You initiate and determine my worship.  
 I know that if you create my worship, then you will, in turn, be pleased with my worship. Thank 
you, Jesus, for such calm assurance and simple instructions! I want to love, adore, and praise you 
with all that is within me. 
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Week 4 

A Great Reason To Give ThanksA Great Reason To Give ThanksA Great Reason To Give ThanksA Great Reason To Give Thanks    
 
Theme:  
God has qualified us to share in the saints’ 
inheritance. 
 
Illustration: 
 You will need a blank check that’s been 
signed, as well as one that’s completely filled 
out for $20.  
 Hold both checks up and say, “Which 
would you rather have, the signed blank check or the one for $20?”  
 Give them a moment to respond. Then say, “What if I told you the blank check has 10 million 
dollars in its account? (Assuming its your check, expect them to laugh and cut up with you at this 
point.) If there really were 10 million in its account, then the blank check would be much better to 
have, wouldn’t it?” 
 Now hand the blank check to someone in your group. Then say, “When someone gives you a 
gift, what should you say to them? In a sense, God has given us a blank check that enables us to 
have all the resources we need for life. He said that if we ask according to his will, he hears us and 
answers us. So the very least you and I can do is to say thanks and live like we’re grateful.” 
 
Scripture:  
Have someone read Colossians 1:12-14.  
 
Key verses and phrases to reiterate:  
• “Giving thanks9” 
• “...qualified you to share in the inheritance9” 
• “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness9” 
• “...and brought us into the Kingdom of the Son he loves9” 
• “...in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  
 
Teaching:  
 Make sure you give God a huge amount of thanks today—and every day, for that matter. You 
have great reason to, you know. If you have trusted Christ as your Savior, then God has automatically 
qualified you. He has stamped you as “approved,” granted you full credentials in his Kingdom, and 
made you worthy to be called a son of the Father. He rescued you from darkness—in other words, he 
saved you from an eternity in hell. You deserved punishment, but the Lord has granted you pardon 
and transformed your destination from death to life, from judgment to joy.  
 Don’t ever run past those two little words of exhortation from Paul: “giving thanks.” You see, 
God desires your thanksgiving and your sincere heart-felt appreciation for all he’s done for you.  
 And of course, he expects you to demonstrate the sincerity of your thanksgiving by your 
thanks-living. The Lord expects you to submit your now-redeemed, blood-purchased, completely 
forgiven heart and soul to him. After all, he deserves your gratitude. He qualified you to share in his 
awesome inheritance.  
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Week 4 (continued) 
 
Reflection and Discussion: 
1. What are some things you have to be thankful for? Name some things that have come to you 

from your Father’s hand. 
2. How differently do you think Christians would live if they really understood and embraced the im-

mense inheritance they have in God? 
 
Prayer Response: 
 Thank you, Lord, for all you have done for us. We sit here amazed in your presence today. 
Why would you love us to such a degree? You’ve seen every willful, stupid sin we’ve ever commit-
ted. You’ve heard every foul thought in our head and every dishonoring word that’s come from our 
mouth. You know us, yet you still declare us qualified for your Kingdom. You still declare us an heir 
of an out-of-this-world inheritance. That’s some potent blood your Son spilled for us. We are forever 
grateful. 
Now ask the group to say this part of the prayer after you: 
 I am cleansed and forgiven, and I am your child! Hearing those words still astounds me. 
They humble me. Even now they call me to my knees in full surrender to my Father. So hear my 
thankful heart right now. I surrender my life to you. 
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